
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The scenario has been created to show how easy it is for situations to get out 
of hand, especially when no one wants to stand down or jeopardise their 
reputation. It shows how easily people can get hurt when things get out of 
control and allows for young people to start thinking about knife crime, its 
impact and consequences.  
 
Points for Discussion/Feedback for the Questions: 
 
Whose fault was it that Matt got hurt? 

• Ultimately it was Matt’s fault, he was hurt by his own knife and if he wasn’t 
carrying it then it would not have been hurt by it. 

• Some may say Jordan is to blame as he should have backed down, 
walked away and reported Matt, the same can be said for Dave and 
Louise, however it was still Matt’s knife that caused an injury and this was 
only there because Matt had it in his possession.  

 
If Matt had stabbed Jordan or one of his other friends, what do you think would 
have happened then? 

• This is all dependent on how your young people think these characters 
might respond and it may be best to ask them what they would do in 
that situation and what consequences these would have. Reponses 
may be that; 

• They would panic and possibly all run away 
• Matt might run away, leaving everyone else to deal 

with the situation. 
• They may phone for an ambulance but then leave 
• The males may run away, leaving Louise to call for 

help etc. 
• The young people may also need to consider that 

there is a witness that has seen all 4 of these 
characters and the knife.  

 
What laws do you think have been broken? 

• Matt has broken the law by carrying and being in possession of a knife. 
• We are unsure of who cut Matt with his own knife, if it is one of the other 

3 characters then they have caused bodily harm with a knife/weapon. 
• There is also the consumption of drugs and alcohol, they are all 

underage so who has supplied the alcohol to them and where have 
they gotten the drugs from.  

• There can also be noise complaints from the neighbours due to the party 
taking place. 

 
 
 

What’s the Point? 



What were the other factors that led to the fight breaking out? 
• There is the reputation that Matt has, it states that he is well known in the 

area and not for the right reasons. Would he not back down due to this, 
is he involved in a gang and knowns Dave would tell others he 
“chickened out”? 

• Matt might also want to look out for his friend, Louise used to date him 
and now doesn’t. Jordan could be seen as a threat to Dave. 

• There is the influence of drugs and alcohol. 
• Jordan doesn’t like Matt or Dave, why is this and is his anger towards 

them the reason he wouldn’t back down.  
• Jordan could be trying to show off and look as strong as Dave and Matt 

to impress Louise. 
 
What do you think will happen to Matt now? 

• This is dependent on what Matt does, is he injured enough that he needs 
medical attention. Even if he needs it will he seek it knowing that he may 
get into trouble for having a knife.  Could Matt try to blame one of the 
others saying it was their knife, however again there is a witness that saw 
him with the knife.  

• If the police are called, they will ensure Matt receives medical attention, 
take statements from him and the 3 other young people plus any 
witnesses. Matt would most likely be charged with possession of a 
weapon and this can have up to 5 years imprisonment. The joint 
enterprise could also be applied here to the other 3 members as well, 
this is explained more in Lesson Two. 

 
What should Jordan, Dave or Louise have done to stop this from happening? 

• All walked away and either reported Matt to the police or spoken to a 
trusted adult to get help. 

• However, they may not do this as they may be worried that they will also 
get into trouble, they may be fearful of Matt and what he could do, 
especially if he is involved in a gang. Matt and Dave may threaten the 
others not to tell.  

 
How do you think the other characters feel? 

• How would the young people completing the exercise feel if they were 
in this situation and what would they do? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Facilitators to place the ‘Agree’ and ‘Disagree’ signs at either side of the room. 
Explain to the group that you will be reading out some statements and 
everyone is to decide whether they agree or disagree with the statement and 
to go and stand under the sign that represents their decision. Explain that each 
statement is then going to be debated.  
 
Facilitators may want to ask the group what the word debate means to them, 
a common response is normally ‘Brexit’ or ‘Parliament’, however these are 
good examples to ask what happens in these and what they see as productive 
and damaging within these. Facilitators should explain that a debate is a 
discussion, not an argument and allows for all views and opinions to be heard 
in a fair way and that further questions and opposing arguments can be 
added to help aid views and opinions.  
 
Remind the group of the rules made and ask if they would like to add anything 
to them. A good one to include would be to challenge the statement and not 
the person as some responses will be sensitive to some of those within the room.  
 
After each statement you can ask the following questions if applicable; 

• Where does this myth come from? 
• What influences this myth? i.e. TV, Family etc 
• Would this myth be different for boys or girls? 
• How would someone feel is this was happening to them and they were 

told this myth all the time? 
             
 
*Some of the statements have been combined with others due to having similar 
answers or covering similar points. 
 
Young People Carry Knives For Protection/ Most Young People Who Carry 
Knives Would Prefer Not To/ You Can be Seen As Weak If You Don’t Carry A 
Knife/ Only Violent People Carry Knives- Many young people who have been 
caught carrying a knife have stated that they have done so for protection. A 
lot of young people feel that violence is everywhere and the only way to 
protect themselves is to show/have something that communicates to other 
young people that it can cause a lot of damage.  
Other questions to ask within this discussion could be; 

• Why do young people feel violence is everywhere? 
• How do those within the discussion define violence? 
• Do they feel like they need to protect themselves? 
• How else could young people protect themselves? 
• If young people are fearful of being a victim of knife attack, why 

do they carry knives themselves? 
 
Carrying A Knife Gives You Social Status- Some young people have said that 
carrying a knife can be seen as a form of communication by showing others 

The Floating Debate 



that they can protect themselves and should be fearful of the knife. It has been 
suggested that the bigger the knife, the stronger the message and therefore 
more fearful others should be.  
 
Some young people may relate knife crime to being in a gang, and there have 
been stories from young people that have suggested the size/type of weapon 
you are given within a gang is related to your status within the gang, i.e. those 
higher up in the gang or ‘elders’ may have knives with bigger blades.  
 
Ask those in the discussion what would they think of someone who had a knife, 
what words would they use to describe them? Would these thoughts and 
descriptions change if it was a friend of theirs that had a knife? What about if 
it was a family member? 
 
Knife Crime Is A Race Issue- Many media reports on knife crime focused on 
the race of the perpetrators, especially in 2018. Many news reports focused on 
the raising incidents within London and there were many comments stating 
that the statistics were show that almost 50% of the victims and perpetrators 
were black. However outside of London, the statistics are very different. An 
area that had a high rate of knife crime fatalities in 2017/2018 was Scotland 
with Glasgow coined as “the knife crime capital” of the UK, however their 
population is 95% white.  
 
Many people may say that knife crime is a class issue rather than a race issue, 
others may say the statistics in London are down to London having a dense 
population and higher rates of violent/street crime in general. There is also 
research that shows young black males are more likely to be stopped and 
searched and therefore unfairly judged.  
 
The aim of this statement is to encourage people to see that anyone can carry 
a knife regardless of their age, gender and race. If we look at the other 
statements such as needing a knife for protection and the medias portrayal of 
violence, then these would suggest that many young people would carry a 
knife, not just those of a certain race. Another way to tackle this statement 
would be to ask the group “You can tell if someone is carrying a knife by 
looking at them”, if this was asked would there be some stereotypical 
judgements made about gender, race, type of clothing worn etc. 
 
Knife Crime Only Happens by Gang Members/ Social Media Makes Knife 
Crime Seem Worse Than It Really Is- There have been strong links between knife 
crime incidents and gang members, particularly within media reports but ask 
the group why they think this may be. Could it be down to the media choosing 
which stories to report on as they fit within the messages that they want to send 
to the public, do they know those stories are going to encourage fear and 
concern, are they looking to blame gang members for the issue to take away 
from the real problem. 
 



Knife crime can happen by anyone, many incidents have happened as a 
result of panic and situations escalating out of hand. Because many young 
people are carrying knifes for protection, they are then easy to access when 
an argument gets out of hand or a misunderstanding.  
 
Only Boys Carry Knives- 85% of people convicted of carrying knives were men 
however girls do still carry knives, there has been a slow increase of reports of 
knife crime incidents being carried out by young woman. The key word in the 
statistic given is convicted, there is still a large unknown of people carrying 
knives that have not been caught or convicted and many of these could be 
woman.  
 
Young females may be asked to look after a knife for a friend, family member 
or boyfriend and they have been asked to do so because many people 
assume that it is only males that carry knifes and commit knife crime. Therefore, 
females are seen as a low risk and would not be stopped by the police.  
 
Knife Crime Isn’t A Big Issue- It has been recorded that by March 2019 there 
were 47,000 offences involving a knife or sharp instrument in England and 
Wales and that this is the highest record of incidents in 9 years. Knife crime 
incidents accounted for 39% of all homicides. In the year ending June 2019, 
there were 22,306 disposals given for possession of a knife or offensive weapon. 
Young people aged 10-17 were the offenders in 20% of cases. 
 
Not all young people carry knives, as much as the media would want us to 
think this is the case, however knife crime is increasing due to how easy it is to 
access a knife. 
Some young people within your groups may have already had experience of 
knife crime, especially those already involved with youth justice. 
Acknowledging these young people’s unique experiences is vital. It is still not 
“the norm” however to carry a knife. These young people may have 
responded to adverse circumstances i.e. the threat of gang violence, by 
carrying a knife for their perceived protection.  
 
If You Stab Someone in Certain Areas, It Causes Less Harm- There is a common 
myth amongst young people that if you stab someone in the bum, arm, top of 
the leg, then they won’t die. If an artery is severed anywhere in the body, you 
can bleed out in several minutes. There are several large arteries located near 
the areas mentioned. There were 5,149 hospital admissions recorded in English 
in 2018/19 due to assault by a sharp object. This was an increase of nearly 2% 
compared to 2017/18 and 41% higher than in 2014/15. 
 
Not All Knives Are Dangerous- The legal definition of an offensive weapon 
includes anything that is intended to harm another person, such as a 
sharpened comb. It is also illegal to carry a ‘disguised knife’ – anything with a 
concealed blade or a sharp point that’s made to look like an everyday object 
(like a pen, a lipstick or a cigarette lighter). You can still get up to 5 years. 



 
You Can’t Get into Trouble for Carrying A Knife as Long as You Don’t Use It- It is 
illegal to carry a knife or offensive weapon in a public place without a 
reasonable excuse. Reasonable excuses include work use, such as knives for 
carpet fitting and fishing, but this only applies whilst actually in the workplace. 
You can get up to 5 years for carrying a knife 
 
Videogames Promote Knife Crime- There have been many concerns that 
certain games promote knife crime such as Grand Theft Auto however a vast 
amount of people play games like this and not all of them commit knife crime 
or violent crime.  
 
Knife Crime Only Happens in Big Cities- London, Manchester and Birmingham 
do have some of the highest rates of knife crime incidents but knife crime can 
happen anywhere. Carrying a knife is still a crime and many people are doing 
this in small towns as well, the big cities are those that are reported about more 
as, due to their size, have repeated serious incidents. 
 
Telling on Your Friends Could Be Dangerous/ If You Know Someone Is Carrying 
A Knife, You Should Keep It to Yourself - Many young people may feel that you 
shouldn’t tell on your friends. A common expression is “snitches get stiches” or 
“grassing on your mates” but this peer pressure and peer bullying can be 
created to control and put more fear in young people, especially those that 
are being groomed/pressured into gang activity. These messages are also 
portrayed in movies and tv shows that many young people watch and are 
influenced by.  
 
Keeping this information to yourself could result in serious incidents happen to 
yourself, other people or even the friend carrying the knife as many knife crime 
victims are hurt by their own knifes 
 
There are many ways that young people can share information about friends 
and concerns around knifes in a safe way such as; 

• Speaking to a trusted adult 
• Calling 111/999 

 

Carrying A Knife Increases the Risk of Being A Victim of a Knife Attack- Young 
people who carry knives are much more likely to be injured with a knife, as 
conflict situations can quickly get out of control. In fact, those who carry a 
knife are three times more likely to be stabbed. 

 
It Is Legal to Sell A Knife to Someone Over 16- It is illegal to sell a knife or any 
bladed article to anyone under the age of 18 unless it is a domestic knife 
(cutlery). It is illegal to sell even a domestic knife to anyone under the age of 
16. 



 
Women Are More Likely to Be Victims of Knife Crime- Knife crime is 
predominantly a male on male activity. Men are far more likely to be the 
victims of knife crime than women. However, we need to look at the broader 
definition of victims when it comes to knife crime. An incident of knife crime 
can impact more than just the direct victim, especially if it is fatal, this means 
friends, family members, parents, partners etc are also greatly impacted and 
are victims of the incident as well.  
 
If A Friend Commits A Knife Crime and You Are with Them, Then You Can Get 
into Trouble Too- You could be sent to prison for murder or attempted murder 
even if you didn’t have or use the knife. If you are with someone who does use 
a knife and harms someone you could be found guilty under the ‘joint 
enterprise’ rule. 
 
Joint Enterprise Information 
 
You don’t have to be the one using the knife to be found guilty. 
 
The law is clear and unforgiving. If your presence, knowledge, or actions lead 
to a serious crime such as murder, you too could be charged with murder. This 
is referred to in law as ‘joint enterprise’. 
 
This means that it’s not just the person who uses the knife or gun that could be 
charged with murder. It could be anyone who was with them or knew or did 
something which led to it happening. 
 
If you weren’t charged with murder, you could be charged with other offences 
such as aiding and abetting. 
 
If You Use A Knife for Protection, You Won’t Be Prosecuted- If you are caught 
by police carrying a knife, even if it was for your protection or you were carrying 
it for someone else, you will be arrested and prosecuted. If you use a knife, 
even in self-defence, you could be charged with assault with intent, or even 
worse. You can go to prison even if you didn't use the knife 
 
Police Need A Reason to Search You for A Knife- The police just need to have 
a reasonable reason to search you for a knife however the reason can be 
anything. It could be down to your age, gender, who you associate with, if 
there have been incidents recently in that area.  
 
There Isn’t A Knife Crime Problem, The Media Is Trying to Make the Issue Sound 
Worse Than It Is- The media is full of images of knife carrying. Whenever a knife 
crime story is run it is usual to see images of young people in hoodies pointing 
knives at the photographer. These images are staged and are called ‘stock’ 
images. These images can increase fears about knife carrying and make it 
seem much more prevalent in society than it actually is. 



 
 
The original news report used for the activity can be found here: 
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/brothers-jailed-for-barbaric-killing-1-76501 
 
Other reports can be found by search Westley Odger.  
 
Explain to the group that this is a real news report and the case did result in 
someone losing their life. Reinforce that discussions should be respectful and 
handled in a sensitive manner.  
 
The table below gives points for discussion for each character card: 
 

Character Points to Consider 
 
 
 
 
 

Westley’s Parents 

Their lives will be changed for ever, 
they have lost a child in a very 
violent way.  
They will feel angry, confused, upset, 
hurt, lost, guilty. 
They will need to live the rest of their 
lives knowing this has happened, it’s 
not something that they will be able 
to move on from for a long time due 
to court cases, parole hearings, 
press articles etc. They may become 
very low and depressed.  

 
 
 
 

Westley’s Perpetrators 

They both pleaded not guilty and 
blamed each other.  
How they feel during the court 
process and how they feel a few 
years later may be very different.  
Their lives will be very restricted in 
prison, they will have little freedom 
and won’t be able to see their 
friends and family every day.  
They may feel angry and guilt. 

 
Westley’s Friend 

Their life will be different, they won’t 
have their friend there every day to 
speak to, have fun with etc. 
They will feel anger and hurt. 

 
 
 

The Perpetrators Children 

They will have a lot of questions that 
can’t be answered. 
They will grow up without their 
father, not being able to see them 
every day. 
They may not want to have anything 
to do with their father again. 

Deep Impact 



Feel confused, angry, ashamed  
A Witness at The Scene of the Crime The witness will have seen what has 

happened and this may be hard to 
forget. They may have nightmare 
etc of the event. Feel guilty of not 
being able to help or stop what 
happened. 

 
 
 

The Police Officer Who Investigates 
the Crime 

The police officer will hear 
statements from the family, witnesses 
and medical professionals and the 
perpetrators. They would have seen 
injuries and pictures of these. It 
would be something that they would 
investigate for a long time and also 
have to give evidence in court.  

 
 
 
 

The Local Community 

Something like this may have never 
happened previously or it might be 
something that happens a lot. 
Members of the community may 
change their routines so that they 
feel safer, they may start to judge 
people who are like the 
perpetrators, they may set up 
support to help each other feel safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The support young people can access will be dependent on your local 
networks however some national support that everyone can access is; 
 
Knife Banks – surrender knifes safely surrenderyourknife.co.uk 
Sources of Support within School – Teachers and counsellors. 
Local community – Friends, family, youth groups 
Childline – 0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk  
To find support and advice for young people about a range of issues 
#knife free website - www.knifefree.co.uk 
To find out more about the campaign and for more information on how to 
live knife free 
Fearless (crime stoppers) – www.fearless.org 
For advice and a way to anonymously report crime 
Victim support – www.victimsupport.org.uk 
For support for anyone who has been a victim of crime 
Young Victim Support - https://youngvictims.wordpress.com/ 
 
Advice will be dependent on what young people have learnt and know 
about knife crime, but it should include some of the following: 
 

• Getting help from a trusted adult 
• Finding out why that person is carrying a knife and is there another 

solution to this 
• Listening and being there for your friend but also making sure you look 

after yourself 
• Speak to them about the consequences of knife crime 
• Explaining how you would feel if they got hurt or if you got hurt by their 

actions. 

Help A Friend 


